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What is the Home School Festival? 

 

 

The Home School Festival is an arts and academic fair for Apostolic home schooled students and their 

families.    

 

Purpose 

 

The Home School Festival has a five-fold purpose in the lives of Apostolic home schooling families: 

 

1) To foster a hunger in our children for the kind of connection with God made possible through unity in 

worship, together with their family and with other families who share the same vision. 

 

2) To provide students with a forum for displaying their God-given abilities and accomplishments. 

3) To assist in training students to systematically plan projects and meet deadlines. 

4) To show students the benefit in receiving constructive evaluation. 

5) To provide families from different locales an opportunity for Godly fellowship. 

 

  

Eligibility 

 

 The Home School Festival is open to Apostolic children and young people ages 7-19, who are being 

actively home schooled by Apostolic parents.  Because we want to encourage families to work together as a 

team, some events in the categories of Music, Speech and Dramatics, as well as Service Ministry, are open to 

the entire family or to more than one family working together.    

 

 

 

Event Definitions: 

 

Static Display 

  A static display is a non-performance project (eg. sewing, home arts, art, science, history) brought to 

the Festival for others to see.   

 

Performance Event 

  A performance event requires speech or music (eg. Poetry Recitation, Famous Speech, Singing, Skit).  It 

is performed before an audience. 
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Home School Festival Format 

 

 

 

Friday 

4:00-6:00          Check-In, Set Up Static Displays, Supper On Your Own 

6:00-7:00          Musician Practice 

7:00                 Focused Prayer 

                       Worship Service 

                  Refreshments and Fellowship 

                  Set Up Static Displays 

 

 

 

Saturday 

9:00   Arrival  

9:30 - 10:00  Announcements and Family Introductions 

10:00 - 12:00       Platform Events 

12:00 - 1:30            Light Lunch and Fellowship, Static Display Viewing 

1:30 - 3:30           Platform Events 

3:30 - 4:15           Judging Tallying 

                            The Students Speak 

 selected students share how they prepared their event 

4:15 - 4:45 Awards 

4:45  Spaghetti Dinner and Fellowship 

 

 

 

Friday Evening Service 

 Starting at 7:00 p.m. on Friday evening, we will be gathering for worship in the church sanctuary.  This 

service is new to the format of the Festival in 2009 and is designed to bring unity of spirit to the attendees 

while providing a unique worship experience for those of like precious faith.  We plan to have a theme and a 

special speaker each year. 

 Following the service, we will serve refreshments to give an opportunity for fellowship and getting 

acquainted with one another.  
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Entry Classifications and Registration 

 

 

 

Entry classifications: 

Individual (solo)  

 One student currently being home schooled 

 Ages 7-19 

 Each student enters individually.  Most events fall into this category. 

 

Youth  

 Two or more students from the same family or from two or more different families currently being 

home schooled. 

 Ages 7-19 

   

 

Family  

 Members of the same family  

 No age requirement 

 At least one member must be currently home schooled 

 

 A Family event is one that is open to the entire family - parents as well as older and younger siblings 

who are not being home schooled.  This would be the category of choice if older siblings who have 

graduated (or those who are younger than 7) want to participate.  

 

 At least one person in this event must be currently home schooled.  The entire family is not required to 

be involved, but if even one included family member is not between the ages of 7 and 19, or is not 

currently being home schooled, then the event must be entered under this classification.  We hope 

that families will take advantage of this opportunity to work together. 

 

Multi-Family  

If the home schooled children of two or more families want to combine for an event, they may do so.  

Such events might include a musical ensemble or one-act skit.  

 

 Members of two or more families 

 No age requirement 

 At least one member from each participating family must be a current home schooler 

 

 Every member of each family is not required to be involved, but if one included family member is not 

between the ages of 7 and 19, or is not currently being home schooled, then the event must be 

entered under this classification on the registration form of each involved family. 
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Registration        

 

Registration forms must be postmarked on or before October 10, 2009.  

 

Forms include the following: 

 Family Information (p. 1 and 2) 

 Fees Form (p. 3) 

 Entry Forms (p. 4-7) 

 Volunteer Judge Form (p. 8)  

 

Scheduling the program is a labor intensive task.  We take care to arrange events in a flow, with variety, and 

take into consideration similar entries, set-up times, and other family members.  Last minute registration 

changes are possible, but difficult.  We encourage advance planning.  It is better to do two or three events 

well, than try to do too many and find yourself overwhelmed at the last. A schedule of events will be emailed 

to you one week before the Festival. 

  Any entry previously submitted in The Home School Festival may not be resubmitted. 

 

 

Theme 

 

 New to the Festival in 2009: the directors and staff will choose a theme for each year.  The Friday night 

service will revolve around the theme.  Participants may also wish to choose topics for creative writing, speech 

and dramatics, and music with the theme in mind.  It is not required that events follow the chosen theme, but 

having a theme available may help inspire a student in the choice of a topic.  

 

 

2009 Theme:  Consecration to Service 
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Judging 

 

 

Words of Encouragement 

 

 Special forms called Words of Encouragement are available to all attendees, including visitors.  This allows 

everyone, who might not otherwise have the opportunity, to express appreciation for a static display or 

performance.  Mentioning something specific that was especially good about the student’s work, or expressing 

how it ministered to you can encourage not only the student but their entire family in a job well done.  

Appropriate, specific suggestions for improvement also work to aid the student and family to strive for 

excellence in a given are. 

 

 

Judging 

 

 Judging at the Home School Festival is criteria-based.  This means that there are set standards (these 

guidelines) against which the students are judged.  Each student is judged by these standards with 

consideration given to his age and how long he has been home schooled.  The guidelines should be followed 

closely.  The judges are looking, in part, at how well the instructions are followed.  In certain areas where it is 

appropriate such as instrumental music, deaf interpretation, home arts, or woodwork, consideration is also 

given to how long the student has played his instrument or has otherwise taken lessons or been working in the 

given field.  Ribbons are awarded as follows: 

 

Blue Ribbon ~ Excellence 

Red Ribbon ~ Well Done 

White Ribbon ~ Achievement 

Yellow Ribbon ~ Participation 

 

      Students are NOT judged against each other.  Thus, a blue ribbon is within reach of every child if he follows 

the directions and works hard.  This allows students to receive comments and suggestions on their entries 

without being in competition against other students. 

 Part of the judging of static displays is the students’ talking with the judges about the projects they have 

done.  Students should plan to be at their displays during the break in the middle of the day Saturday.  In 

addition, judges can seek out the students on Friday evening or Saturday morning to talk with them about 

their projects and facilitate the judging process.   

 In addition to being part of the judging, having students with their displays allows attendees to associate 

the students with their work and gives them the opportunity to ask students about what they did.  Static 

displays are grouped by family so that each student is with all of his displays.   
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Judges 

 

 Judging of Festival events is dependent upon volunteers who are knowledgeable in the various areas.  As 

such, we ask parents, or other adults who will be present, to let the Festival Director know in advance of areas 

of special skill or training in which they would be willing to judge.  As more people become involved in judging, 

it insures that we have qualified judges for each event.  It also prevents a handful of people being overworked 

trying to get a lot of judging done in a short amount of time.  Every effort is made to avoid having parents 

judge their own children.   

 Judges are looking to compliment students on things they have done well.  They are also working to 

identify for the students and their families specific areas for improvement and, as time and space permit, 

limited instruction on how to do that.  We want to encourage each student to do his best possible work to 

bring glory to God.   

 Judging forms will be presented to the families after the Festival during the awards presentation. 

      

 A Volunteer Judge form is included with the registration forms.  Please fill this out and return it with the 

registration. 

 

 

Static Displays 

 During the break in the middle of the day, students with static displays are asked to be with their displays.  

This allows for people to associate the student with the work.  It also gives people the opportunity to ask 

students about the work they did.  Static displays will be grouped by family affording all of a student’s work to 

be displayed together.  

 

 

Identification Cards 

 A 3 x 5 card must be included with each static display or project listing the student’s name, age, city, home 

church, event, and title of entry.  For each static display, we ask that any part of the work in preparation, 

construction, set-up, and display that was not done by the student be identified.  Please do so on a second 3 x 

5 card, placed near the first 3 x 5 card used for identification.  
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General Information 

 

 

Standards of Conduct and Dress 

 We hope that all Apostolic families attending Home School Festival will behave themselves as becomes 

people claiming the name of Jesus.  It is important that young children be supervised at all times.  We deeply 

appreciate the use of the facility God has provided, and we DO NOT want to hear of any damage or personal 

injury. 

 The Festival is a “dress-up” event requiring our best not only in conduct, but attire.   In keeping with our 

purpose statement, we desire to prepare youth for ministry to the outside world.  While our God looks on the 

heart, men look on the outward appearance.  We aim to help train students for a presentation to onlookers 

that well represents Jesus Christ. 

 We are all Apostolic home school families, coming from many different cities and states.  We realize that 

different churches hold differing dress standards that are considered acceptable.  We believe it best to follow 

an extremely conservative standard in this area.  Being that this event is only two days, all people should have 

items in their wardrobe which meet the following dress code.  This standard applies equally to all family 

members whether participating in events or merely observing. 

 

Males: 

 Clothing: 

  All males in platform events should wear dress shirt (white or colored) and necktie with dress pants. 

Exception: costumes befitting drama events.   

  

 All males not involved in platform events may wear business casual (please avoid jeans or “play clothes”).  

Shirts should be tucked in.  No athletic shoes are to be worn. 

  

 Hair and Jewelry: 

 All males, regardless of entry classification, should have a clean cut appearance.  We ask for standard, 

tapered, conservative haircuts, off collar and ears, not dyed.  Please avoid styles which emulate pop culture 

and celebrity worship.  We follow the generally accepted standard of jewelry limited to watches and for 

married men, a wedding band. 

 

Females: 

 Clothing: 

       All females must wear dresses or skirts which cover the knee when standing and sitting.   Dress and blouse 

necklines must come up to the clavicle bone in front, and to the bottom of the neck in back. No sheer or see-

through material of any kind is permitted.  All clothing should be loose-fitting, not tight or form-fitting, and 

non-suggestive, especially for platform events.   Jean skirts are not permitted.  Sleeve length should be at least 

in the vicinity of the elbow.  Conservative hosiery, anklets, or knee socks (as age-appropriate) are to be worn at 

all times.  No athletic shoes are to be worn.   Females must not wear pants as part of clown costumes. 

 

Hair, Make-Up, and Jewelry: 

 We uphold Biblical hair standards (I Corinthians 11).  We appreciate neat, modest hair-styles 

representative of good grooming.  We also follow the generally accepted Apostolic standard of no make-up, 

with jewelry limited to watches and for married women, wedding rings. 
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Visitors 

 Visitors are welcome to watch and enjoy event presentations and static displays.  Many extended family 

members of participants might be interested and are welcome.  Home school families who are not 

participating, or those families who are considering home schooling as a lifestyle choice are likewise welcome 

to come and learn about the Festival.  There is no admission charged to visitors, however, a donation box will 

be in the foyer so that they may contribute toward defraying our investment.  An offering will be received in 

the Friday night worship service.  If visitors wish to stay for the dinner on Saturday or the refreshments Friday 

evening after the service, they should notify the Festival Director in advance and send in their payment for the 

meal (checks made payable to Home School Festival).  On the day of the Festival, visitors may also pay for 

refreshments on the basis of first come, first served while food supplies last. 

 If a visitor is not Apostolic or newly converted, we will exercise Christian charity toward them regarding 

our Standards of Conduct and Dress policy.   

  

 

Planning Tips 

 

 Read the Home School Festival Guidelines and Registration forms thoroughly. 

 Mark all Festival dates and deadlines on all your calendars 

 Choose events that interest you 

 Be realistic about how many events you can prepare effectively 

 As soon as you know for sure what events you will enter, complete the registration forms and 

send them in to the address provided along with registration fee, event fees, and refreshment 

cost. 

 Make copies of entry registration forms for your easy reference 

 Plan your entry to comply with all guidelines 

 Polish your entries reaching for excellence 

 Be prepared to tell the judges the specifics of your projects 

 Print out the schedule of events which will be emailed to you one week prior to the Festival 

 Put the finishing touches on each event 

 Daily, throughout the preparation process, pray together as a family for God’s blessing on your 

family and the other families, on the Festival volunteer staff, and on every aspect of the worship 

service including the speaker, worship, and altar response.   

 

 

Medical Information 

 Each family is responsible for accident and medical insurance to, from, and during the Home School 

Festival.  Included on the registration form is a statement releasing The Home School Festival, host church, and 

all people associated with the Festival from liability in the event of an accident or injury.  This statement must 

be signed as part of the registration process. 

 

 

Note to Parents with Small Children 

 Your children must remain under your supervision at all times.  Please do not allow your children to run 

free and disrupt the day’s events.  While the Home School Festival welcomes the whole family, you may wish 

to place small children who have a difficult time sitting quietly in the care of a friend or relative who is not 

involved with the Festival.  This will free you to enjoy the day’s activities with your older children. 
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Creative Writing 

Essay              Poetry              Short Story 

 

 

 

 All creative writing entries should adhere to Colossians 3:17 - “And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do 

all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by Him.”.  They must be typed or hand 

written neatly by the student, double-spaced, with ample margins.  Be sure to check for spelling, grammar, 

and punctuation accuracy.  Include a title page with the following information present: 

 

Title Page 

 Name of student 

 Age of student 

 Home city of student 

 Event type (Essay, Poetry, Short Story) 

 Title of Entry 

 

 

Two-part Judging Process  

   

1. MAIL AHEAD. Three (3) copies of each composition should be prepared, stapled together with 

title page on top and mailed in with the registration forms.  Two (2) copies will be used by the judges. 

The third copy is for display. See Dates/Deadlines for current year for the mailing date. 

2. JUDGING AND DISPLAY. On the day of the Festival, the student’s unmarked copy will be on 

display.  The judged copies will be available for the student at the welcome/check-in table.  If the 

judges are present at the Festival, the student may wish to consult with them for any further 

explanation or instruction. 
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Essay 

 

Essay - a literary composition, analytical or interpretative, dealing with its subject from 

a more or less limited or personal viewpoint, a persuasive composition. 

 

A persuasive essay should have a strong thesis in the first paragraph.  The body of the essay should support the 

thesis through facts, arguments, examples, and illustrations, or some combination thereof. The student should 

have a consistent theme (inspirational, evangelistic, patriotic, historical, etc.).  A strong conclusion should bring 

the essay together.  Remember that use of too many clichés detracts from the essay’s content strength. 

 

Double-space typed, or neatly hand written.  Attach a title page. (See page 9) 

 

   Length:  ages 7-10 years  100 -   800 words 

    ages 11-14 years 250 - 1200 words 

    Ages 15-19 years 400 - 1600 words 

 

 

 

Points to consider 

 

Organization 

 Thesis clearly stated in first paragraph 

 Theme (inspirational, evangelistic, patriotic, historical) revealed through thesis statement 

 Essential points in logical sequence 

 Examples and illustrations directly support thesis 

 Strong closing /conclusion in last paragraph 

 

Mechanics 

 Check for proper spelling, punctuation, subject-verb agreement, pronoun reference 

 Neat appearance 
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Poetry 

 

Poetry - the art or work of poets; the embodiment, in appropriate language, of 

Beautiful or high thought, imagination, or emotion; using language which is 

rhythmic, usually metrical, and adapted to arouse one’s feelings and 

imagination; verse. 

 

There are many styles of poetry from which one can choose.  Some examples are lyric poem, folk ballad, 

literary ballad, or a narrative poem. Once a style of poetry is chosen, however, it should be adhered to 

throughout the entire poem.  Authors should work toward freshness and creativity. They should use normal 

poetic devices of symbolism and various figures of speech effectively. Rhythm and meter should be 

smooth.  

 

   Length: 8 – 40 lines 

 

Typed or neatly hand written.  Attach a title page. (See page 9.) 

 

 

 

Points to Consider 

Organization and Composition 

 Central thought develops theme 

 Theme (inspirational, evangelistic, patriotic, historic, etc.) is clear 

 Shows feeling, sincerity, and individuality 

 Poetic devices of imagery, figures of speech, and symbolism are used effectively 

 Smooth meter and rhythm  

 

Mechanics  

 Spelling, punctuation 

 Non-standard grammar and punctuation, if used, is used clearly as a poetic device 

 Neat, attractive general appearance 
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Short Story 

 

Short Story - a composition presenting a sense of time and place, well-developed 

characters, and consistent pace, moving the reader through to the resolution. 

 

A short story may be one based on personal experience, a fictional story in an historical setting, or be purely 

out of one’s imagination.  It should have well-developed, realistic characters, a sense of time and place, and 

movement of plot to a logical conclusion. 

 

Double-space typed or neatly hand written.  Attach a title page. (See page 9) 

 

 

 

   Length: ages 7-10 years  100 - 1000 words 

    ages 11-14 years 250 - 1500 words 

    ages 15-19 years 400 - 2000 words 

 

 

 

Points to Consider 

 

Organization 

 Characters realistic and well-developed 

 Plot well-planned with incidents that build conflict and lead to a climax 

 Sense of time and place woven into action 

 Creativity - imaginative characters colorful, imaginative words 

 

Mechanics 

 Check for proper spelling, grammar, punctuation 

 Neat appearance 
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History 

Research              Collections                 Models 

 

 

Entries may be based on people, events, or ideas from Genesis to the Present. 

 

 

General Information for All History Projects 

 

History entries have three parts:  

1. The Display   

2. The Research/Explanation Report 

3. Identification Card   

 

The Display 

 History entries focus on people or events through time, positions or objects in governments which 

demonstrate historical importance or relevance. They may be based on any period of time from 

Genesis 1 to the present 

 All history displays must occupy a table or floor space no larger than forty-eight by thirty inches.  

 Model kits are not allowed. 

   

The Research/Explanation Report 

 All history projects require a research/explanation report that helps the viewer understand the 

student’s reasoning in the project and helps clarify the display.   

 -The report should be no shorter than one page, typed, double-spaced.   

 -The report may be as long as student has inclination to pursue the topic.  

 -While we suggest a one page minimum, length should be commensurate with the topic 

                 and the student’s age/grade level.  

 -Include a title page. (see page 9 for information)                      

 Three (3) copies of the report should be with the display.  Two (2) will be used by the judges and the 

third will remain at the display for attendees to read.   

 

The Identification Card 

On a 3x5 index card write the following information: 

1. Name of student 

2. Age of student 

3. Home city of student 

4. Event type (History: Model, or History: Research, etc.) 

5. Title of Entry 
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Research 

Topic: The topic should be focused and not be too broad.  Focus the topic on a famous person, the 

study of a well-known event, or the development of a specific theme in history.  Examples of research 

projects could be the life and times of Abraham Lincoln, the religious beliefs of the Founding Fathers of 

America, the Passover in Exodus,  the history of the airplane, ancient Egyptian pyramids, or the 

student’s own genealogical history.  

 

Display: Displays should include such things as charts, graphs, diagrams, photographs, and audio-

visuals.  Most often these items are arranged on a tri-fold display board, but do not have to be.  The 

student may wish to craft another form or means of display. 

 

Report:  A research paper must be included to explain what the child has learned and help the 

viewer better understand the display. (See above general information for length requirements.) 

 

 

Collections   

Collections may include accumulated items related to history. An example of a collection would be 

historical coins arranged to show the history of coinage. The same thing could be done with stamps, 

books, or items of clothing.  Another example would be a collection of antique tools or lace or cooking 

utensils. The message should be clear.  

 

Remember it is a history project---not a hobby display, so the context of the items must be featured in 

the written explanation report. (i.e., what is the story behind these items?)   

 

A written explanation report must accompany the collection giving background information for the 

display. (See above general information for length requirements.) 

 

 

Models 

Models are built representing a particular era, phenomenon, or event of historic note. Examples of 

models would be a model of Fort McHenry depicting the famous battle of the War of 1812, or a model 

of the Tabernacle in the Wilderness, of the pyramids at Giza, or of a Native American village.   

A brief paper is required to explain the significance of the model.   

Do not use commercial kits. 
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Science 

Collections     Models     Research     Experiments 

 

Science- may represent any aspect or branch of science:  biology, chemistry, physics, earth 

science, space, astronomy, zoology, entomology, anatomy and physiology, etc. 

 

General Information for All Science Projects 

 

Science entries have three parts:  

1. The Display   

2. The Research/Explanation Report 

3. Identification Card   

 

The Display 

 Science entries may be based on something in nature (bees, insects, trees, vegetables, weather, 

constellations), how things are made or function, (the jet engine, cultured pearls, electricity) an 

analysis of a naturally existing phenomena or object (displacement, the Second Law of 

Thermodynamics, momentum, or the eye, hand, or brain, etc.)   

 All science displays must occupy a table or floor space no larger than forty-eight by thirty inches. If 

electricity is needed, this must be designated on the registration form.  The project must be wired in a 

safe manner using U.L. or C.S.A. approved switches and cords.  Entries must not create a safety hazard; 

thus dangerous chemicals, offensive odors, explosives, open flames, running water, and live animals or 

insects will not be permitted. 

 Model kits are not allowed. 

   

The Research/Explanation Report 

 All science projects require a research/explanation report that helps the viewer understand the 

student’s reasoning in the project and helps clarify the display.   

 -The report should be no shorter than one page, typed, double-spaced.   

 -The report may be as long as student has inclination to pursue the topic.  

 -While we suggest a one page minimum, length should be commensurate with the topic 

                 and the student’s age/grade level.  

 -Include a title page. (see page 9 for information)                      

 Three (3) copies of the report should be with the display.  Two (2) will be used by the judges and the 

third will remain at the display for attendees to read.   

 

The Identification Card- On a 3x5 index card write the following information: 

1. Name of student 

2. Age of student 

3. Home city of student 

4. Event type (Science: Model, or Science: Experiment, etc.) 

5. Title of Entry 
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Collections/Models 

Collections should include an accumulation of related objects with an orderly classification.  The items 

must be naturally occurring (not man-made) objects like insects, butterflies or rocks.  In the labeling and 

the accompanying paper, there should be description of the structure and function of the objects.  There 

should be discussion of the ways in which the objects are similar and different.  Remember that this is a 

science project not a hobby display. 

                 

Models could be an example or demonstration of either a naturally existing phenomena, such as a 

volcano; or object, such as the heart; or a model of a man-made machine or structure.  The paper should 

describe the structure, function, and significance of the model.  Do not use commercial kits.   

 

 

 

Research / Experiments:  

Research should include a display and research report about a scientific principle (like photosynthesis), 

concept (like hibernation, optical illusions, magnetism, or evaporation), technique, or theory.  Research 

could include biographies of people important in scientific fields (like Leonardo da Vinci, or Marie Curie) It 

could include such things as graphs, diagrams, photographs, and audiovisuals.  

 

Experiments would show a clear progression of thought and action: hypothesis > experimentation  > 

data recording and processing   > conclusions. 
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Speech & Dramatics 

 

Dramatic Monologue     Dramatic Dialogue           

Preaching         Oratory     Oral Argument         

Famous Speech     Expressive Reading     Choral Reading      

Poetry and Scripture Recitation     

Illustrated Storytelling     One-Act Skit     Clown Act      

     Pantomime        Interpretive Song     Deaf Interpretation 

 

 

General Information for All Speech and Dramatics Events 

 

 In making selections for these events, keep in mind Colossians 3:17.  Subject matter may be serious or 

humorous as is appropriate to the category, but it should involve no ridicule or mockery of persons or groups 

and no sexual connotations. Check under each specific event as to whether the script must be written by the 

student, a published script may be used, or whether the student may choose.  Some of these categories are 

individual events; others may be entered as youth or family events.   

 Remember that the key is to convince the listener of the message being given or acted.  Both under- and 

over-emoting detract from the presentation.   

 Public speaking involves many skills:  clear diction, variety in intonation, appropriate hand gestures and 

body language, timing, avoidance of “dead” time, and spontaneity (both actual and apparent).  Practice and 

experience are the only ways to develop these skills, so entrants are encouraged to prepare well in advance of 

the Festival.  

 While microphones are available for some speech categories (such as preaching, poetry recitation, 

oratory, expressive reading, and dramatic monologue), none will be available in dramatic events. Entrants 

should learn to project their voices. 

  

Costumes- are permitted as appropriate for the particular event, with all people wearing clothes of their 

own gender.  Females should not wear pants, and the costumes should follow the modesty guidelines for the 

Festival.    

 Even though these events are in some senses “performances,” the student should always consider himself 

to be a conductor to bring people into the presence of God.  Much prayer should accompany the selection 

process and the “performing,” as he seeks God’s anointing on his work.  

  

Verbal Introductions- Before beginning, the individual or family should introduce themselves and give 

the title and author of their presentation.  If he would like to make a brief statement about why the particular 

selection is meaningful to him that, too, is in order.  Proper departure is important too according to the tone of 

the piece, either worship, or bowing in acknowledgement of applause.  

Also, check under each event for the time limit for that area.  

 Set setting and striking should take no more than five minutes for those events which require such set up. 

 

 Please be mindful of time limits. 
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Dramatic Monologue 

 

Dramatic Monologue- is a memorized dramatic presentation by one person.  

 

It may be written by the student, or one written or adapted from another author, published or unpublished.   

 

The setting may be Biblical, historical, or fictional.  It could be a person expressing thoughts, emotions, or 

reactions to a particular situation or circumstances; or it could be a person speaking to the audience.  It may be 

either serious or humorous.   

 

Costumes and props are permitted.  

 

Two (2) copies of the monologue to be presented should be mailed in with the registration forms.  Please 

include a title page. (See p. 9) 

              

Time limit:  6 minutes 

 

 

 

Dramatic Dialogue 

 

Dramatic Dialogue – is a memorized dramatic presentation by two persons. 

 

This may be either an original dialogue or an adaptation of a written dialogue between two people, either 

fact or fiction. It must be memorized.  The primary focus is on the dramatic verbal exchange between the two 

(only two) characters.  It must have lessons with a Biblical, moral, or wholesome family theme.  It may be 

humorous or serious, but pointless slapstick should be avoided.   

 

Costumes and props are permitted (if firearms, only toys), as are recorded sound effects.    

 

Youth 

Family 

Multifamily 

 

Two (2) copies of the dialogue to be presented should be mailed in with the registration forms. 

Please include a title page. (See page 9) 

 

Time limit:  6 minutes 

 

Points to Consider 

 Effective use of facial expression and gestures 

 Project voice so audience can hear, attention to diction 

 Convincing character portrayal 

 Eye-contact 

 Ability to handle props 
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Preaching 

 

Preaching – is the anointed, inspired delivery of a Bible-based message. 

 

 

For this event, the student must deliver a message which he has prepared himself.  It must be Bible-based, and 

should follow a logical progression of thought with an effective delivery.  Notes are allowed, but they should 

be used sparingly.  No script or outline needs to be mailed in for this event. 

 

Time limit:  8 minutes. 

 

 

Points to Consider 

 Delivery 

 Good diction and expression 

 Proper pronunciation of Bible names 

 Avoid fillers 

 Anointing resulting from prayer and familiarity with message 

 

 Organization 

 Ignite interest 

 Give illustrations, examples 

 Solicit a response from audience 

 

 

 

Oratory 

 

Oratory- is the presenting of an eloquent and effective speech, written solely by the 

student.   

 

The speech should have a title, and should include a thesis statement, main points, and sub-points.  A speech 

of this nature should be directed to the emotions and be convincing.  It could be a light after-dinner talk, a 

stirring motivational speech, or a testimony as long as the basic structure of thesis, points, and sub- points is 

followed.  It should follow the Colossians 3:17 guidelines. Notes are allowed, but they should be used 

sparingly.   

 

Time Limit:  7 minutes 

 

Points to Consider 

 Speech connects with audience to create emotional appeal 

 Deliberate in speech, voice projection, enunciation 

 Poise, eye contact, gestures, facial expressions  

 Approach and departure with poise 
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Oral Argument 

 

Oral Argument - involves the student’s writing and delivering an original oral 

presentation in defense of a person or value. 

 

It would be similar to that which a Christian attorney might present in defense of Christians who are on trial for 

their faith, or in defense of a Biblical value which is being threatened in a legislative bill.  Examples might be a 

home school family who is threatened with having their children removed from the home for home schooling 

or a person threatened with jail for believing Acts 2:38 salvation.  

 

The presentation should include a good introduction, a statement of the convictions of the defendants, 

citations of at least three precedents, and presentation of the arguments.  It should then proceed to a strong 

conclusion.  In this presentation the student may hold a legal pad with notes.  It must be based on scriptural 

principles, documented statistics, and clear logic, not just opinion or emotional appeal.  The student should 

speak deliberately and persuasively without being antagonistic; not preaching, but being both forceful and 

meek.   

 

Time Limit:  6 minutes. 

 

Points to Consider 

 

 Approach and Departure with poise 

 Clear, well  documented arguments and facts presented with conviction 

 Project voice, practice good diction and vocal expression 

 Provide introduction, cite convictions, precedents, and closing 
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Famous Speech 

 

Famous Speech- the memorized delivery of a speech initially written or delivered by 

another person 

 

This could include speeches of such people as George Washington, Patrick Henry, Jonathan Edwards, Abraham 

Lincoln, or Winston Churchill, etc.  Speeches of Bible characters should be entered in the Scripture Recitation 

category, not this one.  Costumes and appropriate props to portray the character are permitted (if firearms, 

toys only).  

 

Two (2) copies of the speech to be presented should be mailed in with the registration forms. 

 

Time limit:  8 minutes. 

 

 

 

Points to Consider 

 

 Approach and Departure in character 

 Memorization 

 Voice projection, diction, and inflections 

 Preservation of author’s idea 
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Expressive Reading  

 

Expressive Reading- is the reading aloud of a work, published or unpublished, with 

expression and emotion.  

 

 The reading may be the work of the student.  Scripture could be used; also a children’s story would be 

permissible.  Poetry is not allowed.    Although this is a reading, the student should be familiar enough with the 

selection that he can concentrate on tone of voice, inflections, pauses, and gestures.  Costumes are permitted. 

 

Two (2) copies of the expressive reading to be presented should be mailed in with the registration forms.  

 

Time Limit:  7 minutes.   

 

Points to Consider 

 

 Facial expressions, voice inflection, eye contact 

 Mood created through delivery 

 Clear and effective message and impact 
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Choral Reading 

 

Choral Reading - Also known as voice or verse choir where group members recite a 

work from a script, whether in unison or not; voice changes are used for effect. 

  

 Choral reading takes a poem, psalm, or story (written by the family or someone else) and gives it life and 

expression.  Take into account all the elements that a song uses. The chorus (performers) must say the 

syllables and consonants together, clearly and succinctly. The ebb and flow of voices should draw the listener 

into the action and emotion of the piece.  

 There may be soloists as a part of the presentation, but the emphasis should be on the group. Group 

members stand in a formation similar to a vocal ensemble or even on risers like a choir. No body movement 

should be used; a person should be able to enjoy this event to the fullest with his eyes closed.  

 Scripts should be held in black folders or pasted to the backs of black construction paper to add to the 

uniform appearance of the group.   

 Dress among the chorus members should be reasonably uniform. Men could have similar color 

combinations in their shirts and ties.  Those could match with the ladies’ blouses or scarves.   

 

 The chorus must have a minimum of three people.  

  

 Youth 

 Family 

 Multi-Family 

 

 Two (2) copies of the reading should be mailed in with the registration forms.   

 

Time limit:  8 minutes.  

        

 

Points to Consider 

 Well-rehearsed, unified delivery 

 Diction and voice inflection  

 Approach and Departure rehearsed and orderly 

 Unified appearance 
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Poetry Recitation  

 

Poetry Recitation -the meaningful delivery of a memorized poem, either published or 

unpublished  

 

Poetry - The student must select, memorize, and recite a poem either published or unpublished, written by 

the student or another author.  Length of the recitation should be commensurate to the age of the student 

with younger students expected to memorize a shorter passage than older students.  Parents should be the 

judge of their child’s ability.  Use the range of minimum – maximum times as a guide. 

  To present a passage effectively, a student must have some understanding of what the speaker or writer 

was trying to convey.  There must be attention to all the aspects of public speaking and, depending on the 

passage, possibly some acting, to do well in this event.  Students should work to convey the meaning of the 

speaker in the passage with all the force and effectiveness he can.  Again, this is not just memorization, but it is 

a dramatic delivery.  Costumes are permitted.  

 

 

Time Limit:  2-9 minutes 

 

Points to Consider 

 

 Approach and Departure with poise 

 Facial and vocal expressiveness 

 Meaningful conveying of the message 



 

27 

Scripture Recitation 

 

Scripture Recitation- the memorized delivery of a passage of Scripture.   

 

 The student must select, memorize, and recite consecutive verses of Scripture from the Bible. If the chosen 

passage is a few verses longer (but not shorter) than the number suggested below, he would be permitted to 

continue to a logical conclusion of thought.  

 Some of our Apostolic children and young people are involved in Bible quizzing.  Although they are 

encouraged to participate in this category and present quizzing verses, it is hoped that those students who 

have never been involved in quizzing would take advantage of this incentive to begin committing Scripture to 

memory and sensing how important that is in sharing their faith. 

 In contrast to Bible quizzing, dramatic delivery is important.  To present a passage effectively, a student 

must have some understanding of what the speaker or writer was trying to convey.  There must be attention 

to all the aspects of public speaking and, depending on the passage, possibly some acting, to do well in this 

event.  Students should work to convey the meaning of the speaker in the passage with all the force and 

effectiveness he can.  Again, this is not just memorization, but it is a dramatic delivery.  Costumes are 

permitted.  

 Even though this is in some senses a “performance,” the student should always consider himself to be a 

conductor to bring people into the presence of God.  Much prayer should accompany the selection of the 

Scripture passage and the “performing,” as he seeks God’s anointing on his work. 

 The student should remember to introduce himself and the passage of scripture he has selected before 

beginning his presentation.  If he would like to make a brief statement about why the particular selection is 

meaningful to him, that, too, in order.  Proper departure is important too according to the tone of the piece, 

either worship, or bowing in acknowledgement of applause.   

 Two (2) copies of the Scripture selection should be mailed in with the registration forms.   

  

Number of verses: 

  

ages 7-10   20 verses  Time limit:  2-4 minutes 

ages 11-14  30 verses   Time limit:  5-7 minutes 

ages 15-19  40 verses  Time limit:  7-9 minutes 

 

 

 

Points to Consider 

 

 Approach and Departure with poise 

 Facial and vocal expressiveness 

 Convey the passage’s meaning 
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Illustrated Storytelling 

 

Illustrated Storytelling - This is the telling, from memory, a Bible story, or Bible-based 

story with the use of visual aids. 

 

   The story could be a story directly from the Bible, a missionary’s experience, or a story illustrating a 

character quality, etc. It must have the basic elements of a good story: introduction, plot, climax, and 

conclusion, with a Christian, moral, or wholesome, family-oriented theme.   

 

 Costumes are permitted.  

 

 Items such as flannel graph, visual aids, sound effects, or any other props that aid the telling of the story 

(if firearms, toys only) are part of the presentation.   

 

 The entrant should have in mind the age group to which he is speaking, and should state that in his 

introduction (eg. “This story is geared for five and six year olds.”)  Keep in mind that this is the telling of a story; 

it is not an expressive reading with props, nor is it a poetry recitation.  

 

Two (2) copies of the story to be presented should be mailed in with the registration forms.  

 

Time limit:  6 minutes. 

 

 

Points to Consider 

 

 Approach and Departure with poise 

 Facial and vocal expressiveness 

 Introduction, plot, climax, conclusion 

 Appropriate costuming and/or visual aids 
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One-Act Skit 

 

One-Act Skit- an original play written by the family, or an adaptation of a scene from 

a play, published or unpublished. 

 

  Credit should be given to the author or authors.  The skit may have either one or two scenes.  The skit may 

not be a musical, reader’s theater, or choral speaking.  The skit should have at least three people with males 

and females playing roles of their own gender.  

 

Script must be memorized.   

 

A set that can be quickly set and struck may be used.   

 

Costumes and props should be part of the skit (if firearms, they must be toys); recorded sound effects may 

also be used.  

 

A spokesperson can introduce the cast prior to performance. 

  

Two copies of the script must be sent in with the registration. 

 

Youth 

Family 

Multi-Family 

 

Time limits: stage setting/striking time -5 minutes; presentation time - 15 minutes 

 

 

Points to Consider 

Presentation 

 Convincing character portrayals 

 Ability to handle props casually and naturally 

 Technical aspects enhance production 

 

Delivery 

 Actors project voices using diaphragm for support (not yelling) 

 Actors employ voice expression (not monotone) 

 Actors speak with clear diction 

 Actors recreate  emotion of character, mood, experience 
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Clown Act 

 

Clown Act- an act by a person(s) costumed and made up with traditional “circus 

clown” appearance which communicates a Biblical or moral lesson. 

 

 The act may use a script written by the student or another person.  It should be positive, teach a 

Biblical principle or moral.  The act should focus on concepts such as strengthening traditional family 

values, love of God, exercise of faith, wisdom, defense of freedom, getting along with others, commitment 

to virtuous living, etc. 

 

 The make-up should have a pleasant appearance.  No satanic/demonic/horror/white faces permitted.  

Also, costumes should reflect the gender of the performer—no pants on girls, no dresses on boys. 

 

 Props should be used to enhance the act.  Balls, books, balloons, bats, hats, mirrors, puppets, stuffed 

animals, mops, buckets, rope are all ideas of props often used in clown acts. 

  

Individual 

Youth 

Family 

Multi-Family 

 

Time limit:  6 minutes 

 

Two (2) copies of the script/script concept should be mailed in with the registration forms. 

 

 

 

Points to Consider 

 Costume and Make-up 

 Color, pattern, quality, originality 

 Garment, wig, hat, shoes 

 

 Props 

 Creative use of props 

 Effective integration into presentation 

 Significance to lesson 

 

 Lesson 

 Age appropriate 

 Effectiveness of message 
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Puppets 

 

Puppets- the performance of a skit or song with Biblical, moral, or patriotic message 

by a team of two or more puppeteers behind a puppet stage. 

 

All must have a background, which the puppeteers provide, to hide themselves from the audience.  Scripts, 

following the Colossians 3:17 guidelines may be performed live or pre-recorded. Recorded background music 

and sound effects are also permitted. Puppeteers should remember that their primary objective is to minister, 

not just to entertain.  Occasional jokes, in good taste, will help keep your audience interested in your message, 

but don't waste your time on too many jokes. The message comes first! 

 

Puppets and props may be either professionally or home made.  

 

Individual 

Youth 

Family 

Multi-Family 

 

Time Limit:  8 minutes.  

 

Tips for a good puppet performance:  

 Here are some practical hints to build your puppet-handling skills. To make your puppet appear more 

realistic, manipulate its mouth by moving your thumb, not your fingers. When a human opens his mouth to 

talk, he drops his bottom jaw. He does not raise his whole head. Similarly, real people rarely stand completely 

still; neither should puppets. Keep them alive and moving without overdoing it. Finally, look for creative, 

realistic ways to get your puppet on stage. Avoid what one observer called the "pop-up toaster” entrance. 

Enter your puppet as if it is climbing up stair steps and back again as it exits.   

 Your stage should be sturdy and neat. A wrinkled, wobbly stage is very distracting to the audience. 
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Pantomime 

 

Pantomime- a play or entertainment in which the performer (mime) expresses himself 

mutely by gestures which create an illusion, often to the accompaniment of music. 

 

Pantomime or “mime” can be presented in three ways. 

1. White face mime 

2. Voice mime sketch 

3. Song sketch 

 

White-face Mime is the acting out of a story or concept with hand and body gestures that give an illusion of 

motion and handling objects.  It is performed mute, with white face make-up accentuating eyes, eyebrows 

and mouth also by make-up. He may wear white gloves against a black shirt to accentuate hand 

movements. 

 The actor gives the illusion of walking or running by walking/running in place. He gives the illusion 

of a rope by handling an imaginary rope, being enclosed by walls, or holding objects, or climbing ladders, 

for instance, all by the skillful movements of his body.  He shows emotion by exaggerated facial 

expressions.  All is to communicate a message without words. 

 

A Voice Mime Sketch is the telling of a story with gestures and body movements while the actor speaks his 

message.  It is not done white-face, for white-face mime is always mute.  The actor uses the same 

techniques as a white-face mime to give the illusion of walking, running, climbing a ladder, handling a rope 

or objects, or of walls, etc. 

 

A Song Sketch is the mute use of mime technique as described above to illustrate the words of a song.  The 

song may be a recording, or another person singing live with an accompaniment track or with live 

accompaniment.  (The singer/accompanist, if live, is not judged as part of the performance.) The song 

sketch is not done with white-face make-up. 

 

        Performers may wear all black, such as a black turtleneck and black trousers or skirt to accentuate hand 

movements.  In this case, neck-ties are not required for young men. 

 

For tips, access the following website: http://www.wikihow.com/Mime 

 

 Two (2) copies of the pantomime to be presented should be mailed in with the registration forms.  In 

this case, outlines instead of word-for-word scripts will suffice, or song lyrics in the case of a song sketch.                                 

 

Time limit: 6 minutes.  
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Interpretive Song 

 

Interpretive Song- is a dramatic interpretation of the lyrics to a song using sign 

language. 

 

 In an interpretive song, sign language is used to illustrate the lyrics of the song as in a special song offered 

in a worship service by an individual, a small group, or a choir.  It may be done with black light using white 

gloves, or with bare hands. The signs used are those also used in deaf interpretation. Often the signs are 

exaggerated for effect; consequently this is not the same as deaf interpretation.  Effort should be made, 

however, to convey the spirit of the selection without sacrificing accuracy. Be careful not to exaggerate to the 

point of dancing.  This is not choreography. 

  

 The interpretation is done to a pre-recorded song (professional or otherwise), or sung live by someone 

besides the person(s) interpreting.   Remember that even the profoundly deaf can feel the beat of music, so it 

is important to stay with the rhythm.  Sign motions should flow with the music and should be larger in size.  

Performers may wear all black to accentuate hand signs.  In which case, neck-ties are not required on the men.  

 

 Even though this is in some senses a “performance,” an interpreter should always consider himself to be a 

conductor to bring people into the presence of God.  Much prayer should accompany the selection of music 

and the “performing,” as the interpreter seeks God’s anointing on his work. 

 

 Performers must wear shoes, ballet-type slippers, or dark socks.  No bare feet allowed.   

 

 Black light is permitted but not required. 

 

Individual 

Youth 

Family 

Multi-Family 

 

Two (2) copies of the lyrics to the song should be mailed in advance with the registration forms. 

 

Time limit:  6 minutes 
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Interpretation for the Deaf 

 

Interpretation for the Deaf- the interpretation of a spoken message, poem, Bible 

passage or song with the use of sign language for the deaf.  

 

 

In both of the Interpretation for the Deaf categories, care should be taken to be accurate and expressive as 

appropriate for the selection.  Anytime one is interpreting for the deaf, the signer is a conduit for the person 

actually speaking or singing.  The student should put himself into the selection.   Accuracy of finger spelling and 

conceptual signs along with body language, smoothness, completeness of thought, eye contact, and proper 

emphasis are important.  

 Even though this is in some senses a “performance,” an interpreter should always consider himself to be a 

conductor to bring people into the presence of God.  Much prayer should accompany the selection of music or 

message, and the “performing,” as the interpreter seeks God’s anointing on his work. 

 Before beginning the presentation, the individual or family should introduce themselves and give the title 

and composer of the piece they are performing.  If he would like to make a brief statement about why the 

particular selection is meaningful to him that, too, is in order.  Proper departure is important too according to 

the tone of the piece, either worship, or bowing in acknowledgement of applause.  

 

 

Music - This is an interpretation, as would be done in a song service.  The song would be either prerecorded 

(professional or otherwise), or sung live by someone besides the person interpreting.   Remember that 

even the profoundly deaf can feel the beat of music, so it is important to stay with the rhythm.  Sign 

motions should flow with the music and should be larger in size than for speaking, but not as dramatic 

as for an interpretive song. Effort should be made to convey the spirit of the selection without 

sacrificing accuracy.  

 

Public Speaking - This is the interpretation of a sermon, Bible story, famous speech or similar spoken piece 

that is being spoken by someone other than the signer, either live or pre-recorded. Signs should be 

clear and neat.  If the speaking is done live, the signer should work to imitate the motions and 

emotions of that person through body language and facial expressions.   

 

Individual  

Youth 

Family 

Multi-Family 

 

Two (2) copies of the selection should be mailed in with the registration forms.   

 

Time limit: 6 minutes 
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Art 

 

Drawing     Painting     Photography 

Woodworking     Metalworking     Clay and Ceramics      

 

  

 

 

General Information for All Art Entries 

 

Originality- To qualify, all art projects must be the sole creation of the student, and must be in complete 

form upon arrival.  Although students are permitted to learn by observing the work of others, no plagiarism 

will be tolerated.  

 

Art Style- While we encourage students to be creative and original, entries should be done realistically or 

impressionistically. Intentional abstract, expressionistic, or surrealist entries are not acceptable. Things to 

consider in these entries are originality and personality of the project, precision of detail, and quality of 

materials. No color-by-number or paint-by-number or cartoon selections permitted.   

 

Size - Note size maximum on drawings, paintings, and photos.  

 

Matting - Drawing, Painting and Photography entries must be matted. Exceptions to this would be paintings 

done on slate or wood which would have neither frame nor matte. 

  

Modesty- Any people included as subjects in drawing, painting, and photography entries must be dressed in 

a manner consistent with the modesty aspects of the Festival guidelines. Likewise, if people are the subjects of 

a sculpture entry, they must meet acceptable modesty standards. 

  

The Identification Card- On a 3x5 index card write the following information and include with every 

project to be displayed on the display table with the project: 

1. Name of student 

2. Age of student 

3. Home city of student 

4. Event type (Science: Model, or Science: Experiment, etc.) 

5. Title of Entry 
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Drawing 

 

Drawing – a picture or sketch produced with pencils, colored pencils, crayons, 

charcoal, pen, pastels, or ink.   

 

 Students should work to combine skills in the technical aspects of drawing (perspective, cropping, shading, 

consistency, etc.) with those that give personality (blending, texture, etc.).   Entries may be done in the 

following four categories: 

 

1. Pencil Sketching    

2. Colored pencils 

3. Pastels 

4. Pen and ink 

 

All entries must be no more than 16x20 inches in their outside dimensions matted.    

 

Include 3x5 Identification Card (see p. 33) 

 

 

 

 

Painting 

 

Painting –a picture, representation, or an image on a canvas, paper, or board, piece 

of wood or slate produced with watercolors or paints. 

 

 

 Paintings may be done on paper, canvas, art board, wood, or slate.  Paintings done on wood or slate do not 

require matting.   

 Students should work to combine skills in the technical aspects of painting (perspective, placement, 

shading, etc.) with those that give a unique personality such as color choice, placement, and use of light.   

 

Entries may be done in the following three media: 

1. Oil                              

2. Water colors                               

3. Acrylics 

 

 

All entries must be no more than 16x20 inches in their outside dimensions matted.    

 

Include 3x5 Identification Card (see p. 33)
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Photography 

Photography- an image or a place, objects, or people captured by camera for use 

as an artistic expression. 

Three categories of photography are available as follows: 

 

1. Character Portrait/Character Trait Picture –  

 

A character portrait shows someone doing something that exhibits his personality or nature.   

 

A character trait picture shows a person, scene, event, or object demonstrating a godly character trait 

(peaceful, considerate, humble, loyal, patient, friendly, generous, thrifty, kind, merciful, joyful, etc.).   The 

attached 3 x 5 card must additionally list the exhibited character trait. (see p. 33) 

 

2. Scenic/Wild Life/Still Life –  

 

A scenic photograph shows a unique or beautiful outdoor scene.  

 

A wildlife photograph shows animals, birds, flowers, insects, etc. in their natural habitat.   Domestic, 

stuffed, or zoo animals do not qualify.   

 

Still life photographs show objects placed in a purposeful arrangement to show a mood or effect.  

 

3. Photo Journalism - These photographs must show some news event. 

 

Points to Consider 

 Technical aspects.  Among the things students should pay attention to are depth of field, 

cropping, lighting effects, and sharpness.  

 Carefully consider the content of your photo.  What are you trying to say? 

 Composition. This includes the number of subjects, their arrangements, and the background 

of the picture. When composing, keep your photography simple. Too much symbolism or 

clutter is distracting to the viewer. Avoid placing the main subject “dead center.” This 

produces a dull, static effect, which is not very pleasing to the eye. After composing the photo, 

carefully check the background for distracting, objectionable elements. Many fine shots have 

been ruined by ugly telephone wires or distracting blotches of color that detract from the main 

subject.  

 Nothing in the photo, even though in the background and out of focus, should violate the 

Home School Festival standards of dress, behavior, etc.  

 Finally, pay close attention to the finishing touches. Your photo should be clean and free of 

scratches, dust specks, or wrinkles, and should be matted attractively. 

All entries must be no more than 11x14 inches after matting. 

All photographs may be either color or black and white.   
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Woodworking 

 

Woodworking – a work made of wood creatively designed to represent an object, 

person, thing, or idea.    

 

 Use of materials other than wood should be limited (hinges, screws, wires).  Projects made from kits 

are not eligible. Entries may include wood construction, (eg. a table, a chest, a shelving unit), wood carving 

(combination of power and hand carving tools), wood turning: projects may be one piece (e.g., bowl), multiple 

pieces that are assembled (e.g., kitchen stool), or several pieces that form a set  (e.g., desk set). 

 The project should demonstrate care in the various aspects of good workmanship. 

 

These entries should not be more than three feet in length and width (they may be higher than three feet). 

 

Include 3x5 Identification Card (see p. 33) 

 

 

Metalworking 

 

Metalworking – a work made of metal creatively designed to represent an object, 

person, thing, or idea. 

 

 Use of materials other than metal should be extremely limited.  Power tools may be used (nippers, 

welders, grinder, etc.) These projects could be sculptures, but craft items such as book ends, belt buckles, 

penholders, etc., are also acceptable. Creativity is encouraged, but would apply more or less according to the 

project. 

 Students should pay attention to appropriate use of metal’s basic characteristics, quality of finishing, and 

precision of detail. 

 

These entries should not be more than three feet in length and width (they may be higher than three feet).  

 

Include 3x5 Identification Card (see p. 33) 
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Clay and Ceramic 

 

Clay/Ceramic – a work made of clay creatively representing an object, person, thing, or 

idea. 

 

 All entries must be completed, including being kiln or oven-fired. They must be made entirely out of clay.  

Slip molds or green ware purchased from craft supply houses are not permitted.   Slip molds, if used, must be 

made by the student, and submitted as part of the project.    

 Students should work to demonstrate good levels of craftsmanship (texture, contrast, etc.) and 

workmanship (glazing, firing, etc.).  The piece should have good visual appeal and a distinct personality. 

 

The projects should not be more than two feet in length and width (they may be higher than two feet). 

 

Include 3x5 Identification Card (see p. 33) 

 

 

Points to Consider 

 Work reflects student’s own ideas and styles rather than following the pattern of others 

 Appropriate choice of glaze, stain, or other finishing method 

 Demonstrates knowledge of tools, materials, and procedures used 
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Music 

Vocal     Piano     Brass     String     Woodwind      Instrumental

 

 

General Information for All Musical Entries 

 

Music Selection Criteria- In selecting music, keep Colossians 3:17 in mind. “And whatsoever ye do in 

word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.”  

Vocal music should be Christian or patriotic.   

Instrumental music may be Christian, patriotic, or classical.  Music with secular lyrics (show tunes, love 

songs, etc.), regardless of whether or not they are actually sung during the particular arrangement you have 

chosen, is not appropriate for the Festival, and will not be permitted as an entry.   

 Your music may be published or unpublished.  All music must be memorized.  Difficulty level and style of 

the song should fit the performing student well.  The words should also be appropriate and meaningful to the 

performers.  Even though instrumentalists are not singing the words, they are still ministering in music, and 

should play pieces with messages that they want to convey. 

 

Performance Recommendations- The musician should remember that in ministering, he should not 

play or sing without expression any more than a preacher would speak in a monotone.  The student should 

consider proper technique, tone quality, phrasing, and dynamics which fit the style and message of the piece 

they are presenting.  For vocalists, this also includes pronunciation of words (including final consonants), 

opening the mouth, and facial expressions.  When two or more people are performing together, blend and 

balance must also be considered.  Through his performance of his selection, the musician is seeking to 

convince the hearers that he truly believes what he is playing or singing.   

 Even though this is in some senses a “performance,” a musician should always consider himself to be a 

conductor to bring people into the presence of God.  Much prayer should accompany the selection of the 

music and the “performing,” as the musician seeks God’s anointing on his work. 

 

Accompaniment Rules- music may be performed a cappella (without accompaniment) or with live or 

recorded piano accompaniment, with a professionally produced commercial accompaniment track or 

accompanied by a live instrument such as acoustic guitar.  Back-up instruments such as drums and/or 

amplified bass guitar, tastefully played with piano as accompaniment to the vocalist(s) or instrumentalist(s) is 

also acceptable.  The focus is not on the accompaniment, but on the vocalist(s)/instrumentalist(s).   

 

Verbal Introductions- Before beginning the presentation, the individual or family should introduce 

themselves and give the title and composer of the piece they are performing.  If he would like to make a brief 

statement about why the particular selection is meaningful to him that is in order.   Proper departure is 

important too, according to the tone of the piece, either worship, or bowing in acknowledgement of applause.  

  

Advance Registration- Two (2) copies of the music to be presented should be mailed in with the 

registration forms.  Note that it is legal to copy music for judging purposes.  If the music is being improvised 

by ear, that should be noted on the registration form.  Keep in mind that during the presentation, it should be 

apparent that this is true improvisation, not simply an attempt to avoid memorizing music.  

Time limit: 4-6 minutes 
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Vocal Music 

 

Vocal- a vocal presentation of published or original composition, sung by one or 

more participants. 

 

Accompaniment- Vocal music may be sung  

 a cappella (without accompaniment)  

 with live or recorded piano accompaniment  

 with a professionally produced commercial accompaniment track   

 accompanied by a live instrument such as acoustic guitar   

 Back-up instruments such as drums and/or amplified bass guitar, tastefully played with piano as 

accompaniment to the vocalist(s), is also acceptable.   

 The focus is not on the accompaniment, but on the vocalist(s).  On commercial accompaniment tracks, 

choose the option without background vocals. 

 

Entry Type- It may be a solo, duet, trio, quartet, or ensemble with members of one family or two or more 

families. 

The entry should be classified appropriately as Solo, Youth, Family, or Multi-Family on the registration form. 

 

Individual         (solo) 

Youth                (duets, trios, quartets, etc. with more than one home schooled student) 

Family               (duets, trios, quartets, etc. with at least one home schooled student and a parent or family   

                              member who is not currently being home schooled)                             

Multi-Family   (trios, quartets, ensembles with home schooled students from more than one family  

                             combined with parent(s) or family members not currently being home schooled)  

 

Two (2) copies of the written music or words sent in with registration forms. 

 

Time Limit: 4-6 minutes 

 

 

Points to Consider 

 Approach and Departure with poise 

 Must be memorized 

 Seek to minister with anointing through the music 

 Breathing, tone quality, diction 
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Instrumental Music 

 

Instrumental- a musical presentation of published or original composition, performed 

by one or more participants on piano, woodwind, brass, strings or other instrument or  

combination of instruments. 

 

Piano – (solo or duet) Piano music must be memorized.  Selections should be Classical, Gospel, or Patriotic.  

No secular music, show tunes, love songs, etc. will be accepted.  Selection will be played on the acoustic piano 

provided by the host church and not on an electronic keyboard. 

  

Woodwind – (flute, saxophone, clarinet, oboe, etc.) Music must be memorized.  Selections should be 

Classical, Gospel, or Patriotic.  No secular music, show tunes, love songs, etc, will be accepted.  Piano 

accompaniment, live or recorded, or a professionally produced commercial accompaniment track may be used 

or the participant may play his selection a capella. 

 

Brass – (trumpet, trombone, cornet, French horn, etc.) Music must be memorized.  Selections should be 

Classical, Gospel, or Patriotic.  No secular music, show tunes, love songs, etc, will be accepted.  Piano 

accompaniment, live or recorded, or a professionally produced commercial accompaniment track may be used 

or the participant may play his selection a capella. 

 

Strings—(violin, viola, cello, string bass, guitar, mandolin, banjo) Music must be memorized.  Selections 

should be Classical, Gospel, or Patriotic.  No secular music, show tunes, love songs, etc, will be accepted. Piano 

accompaniment, live or recorded, or a professionally produced commercial accompaniment track may be used 

or the participant may play his selection a capella. 

 

A word about amplified guitars:  While many of our Apostolic churches use amplified guitars in praise bands 

or as accompaniment instruments, we do not permit them as acceptable instruments at the Festival due to 

their association with contemporary/rock music.  The exception is an amplified bass guitar tastefully played as 

an accompaniment instrument to back up a soloist or group. 

 

Miscellaneous – (accordion, marimba, xylophone, recorder, handbells/hand chimes, 

bagpipe, etc.) Instruments not classified as woodwind, brass, strings or piano fall under this category.  

Also, instrumental groups that include more than one family of instruments (e.g. a trumpet and saxophone 

duet or guitar and piano) would also be in the miscellaneous music category either as a Youth or Family entry. 

 

Individual         (solo) 

Youth                (duets, trios, quartets, etc. with more than one home schooled student) 

Family               (duets, trios, quartets, etc. with at least one home schooled student and a parent or family   

                              member who is not currently being home schooled)                             

Multi-Family   (trios, quartets, ensembles with home schooled students from more than one family  

                             combined with parent(s) or family members not currently being home schooled)  

 

Two (2) copies of music sent in with registration forms 

Time Limit: 4-6 minutes   
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Home Arts 

 Food     Home Decorating     Sewing      Needlework 

 

 

General Guidelines for All Home Arts Entries 

 

 To qualify, all home arts projects must be the sole creation of the student, and must be in completed form 

upon arrival.  Although students are permitted to learn by observing the work of others, no entries made by 

anyone else other than the student themselves will be accepted. The home arts category includes many 

beneficial areas for girls to learn in preparation for their future role as “keepers at home.”   Boys who are 

looking for ideas for home-based businesses or who just want to join in on the fun are welcome too.  All 

projects must be the sole work of the student and must be completed to be eligible.   

 

The Identification Card- On a 3x5 index card write the following information and include with every 

entry for display: 

1. Name of student 

2. Age of student 

3. Home city of student 

4. Event type (Needlepoint, Coats/Jackets, Canning: Jelly, etc.) 

5. Title of Entry 

 

       Categories  

 

Food        Sewing 

Bread        Dress 

Rolls        Multi-Piece Outfits 

Cake Decorating        Coats/Jackets 

Canning:  Vegetable, Fruit, Meat 

Canning:  Jam, Sauce, Jelly, Butter    

 

Home Decorations       Needlework 

Flower Arranging        Crochet/Knitting 

Wall Decorations: Swag or Wreath      Embroidery/Crewel 

Wall Decorations: Non-Floral Decorations     Counted Cross Stitch 

                                                                                                         Needlepoint 

                                                                                                         Quilting 

 

 

 

 


